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People who have lost their sensitivity 
temporarily or for a long time are no 
demons. They simply remove from 
their sensitivity zone certain people 
or entire groups. This theory sheds 
much light on the Holocaust and its 
traumatized, sometimes even twisted 
memory, which remains a sinister 
aspect of Lithuanian memory politics. 
The Jews appear there as unimportant 
things, inconvenient details, 
circumstances and academic 
footnotes pushed by historians. They 
are hindrances. Because of them, 
“we” are unable to create our gallery 
of heroes and our heroic narrative as 
we would like. All that remains is for 
us to ask ourselves whether all this 
supposed patriotic pragmatism is 
sensible. It is not serving the past and 
certainly not honoring the memory of 
the dead, but simply allowing for 
political mudslinging and sending the 
“right” message to voters. If so, that 
means we are choosing an immoral 
version of patriotism which no longer 
includes ethics, truth or conscience.  
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